For Reflection. Those who teach the people to regard lightly the commandments
of God sow disobedience to reap disobedience. Let the restraint imposed by the
divine law be wholly cast aside, and human laws would soon be disregarded.
Because God forbids dishonest practices, coveting, lying, and defrauding, men are
ready to trample upon His statutes as a hindrance to their worldly prosperity; but
the results of banishing these precepts would be such as they do not anticipate. If
the law were not binding, why should any fear to transgress? Property would no
longer be safe. Men would obtain their neighbor’s possessions by violence, and the
strongest would become richest. Life itself would not be respected. The marriage
vow would no longer stand as a sacred bulwark to protect the family. He who had
the power, would, if he desired, take his neighbor’s wife by violence. The fifth
commandment would be set aside with the fourth. Children would not shrink from
taking the life of their parents if by so doing they could obtain the desire of their
corrupt hearts. The civilized world would become a horde of robbers and assassins;
and peace, rest, and happiness would be banished from the earth.

The Great Controversy, p.585

Lenten Concert Series. Join the Memorial Presbyterian Church in Midland every
Friday during Lent from 12:15 to 12:45 PM. Their Lenten Concert Series is free and
open to the public. Come in-person to the Sanctuary or view the concerts through
live stream on our website https://mempres.org/live-streaming or our Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/MPCmidland.

Friday, February 20
Helen Myers, voice and flute

Friday, February 27
Central Michigan University’s Henosis Saxophone Quartet
e EvanTalsma
e Shea Arney
e  Stephen Trotter
e Hailee Milmine

Friday, March 6
Matheus Garcia Souxa, violin

Friday, March 13
Jamie Fiste, cello

Friday, March 20
Mark Cox, tuba and euphonium

Friday, March 27
Ellen Woodard, handbells

Thank you to Adrienne Wiley for her piano accompaniment and leadership of this
annual series.
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